
 

The British Group of the Union-IP of European Practitioners in Intellectual Property hold regular dinner meetings 
in London with high profile speakers giving an address on issues of interest to IP practitioners and users.  Further 
details of other UNION-IP activities are on our website at https://union-ip.org/.   

 

UNION-IP BRITISH GROUP DINNER MEETING  
The Autumn dinner meeting of the British Group of UNION-IP will take place on: 

Tuesday 22 September 2026 
with our guest speakers Iain Russell and Virginia Driver 

at Le Café du Marché on Charterhouse Square 
 

*********************************************************** 
We are all being pressed to use AI, whether by our clients, our colleagues or by companies 
selling AI tools. Generally, a lot of private talk in our industry is either “end of days” for the 
profession, or otherwise an expression of how the tools aren’t actually very good. Based on 
several requests from our members, our Council therefore thought it would be good to hold 
a dinner event at which we all receive some level-headed advice about where AI tools are 
going to take us, and what we need to be doing now to prepare for the future. 
 
We are therefore delighted to have Iain Russell and Virginia Driver speaking to us at our 
autumn dinner and discussing where AI tools are going to take us with our work. 
 
Iain is very well known within the patent profession – whether for speaking on the use of AI 
tools in patent work, for his wannabe rockstar status or for obtaining and selling patents for 
his own inventions. He is the current Chair of the CIPA AI Committee and set up his own 
firm, Russell IP, in 2019. 
 
You will all know Virginia, having been a member of our Council for many years and as our 
current UK delegate to the Union-IP Bureau. She was a patent attorney and partner at Page 
White Farrer for over 35 years until 2025, when she co-founded AttainIP, a spinout from 
Page White Farrer with AI tools for use by patent attorneys. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the dinner. 

 *********************************************************** 
Venue:  We return to Le Café du Marché, Charterhouse Square (22 Charterhouse 

Square, Barbican, London EC1M 6DX). Places are limited to 50 attendees 
only, so please book early to avoid disappointment!  

 
Time: Drinks from 6pm for 6.45pm dinner, address by the speakers at about 8pm 

to finish by no later than 9pm, with the bar (and pub!) remaining open for 
those wishing to continue discussions in an informal atmosphere. 

 
Price:  UNION-IP Members: £75 per head 

Industry attendees: £75 per head 
Non-members: £90 per head  

Booking: Please book through Eventbrite, ensuring that dietary requirements are 
specified: UNION-IP Autumn Dinner Meeting - Tickets, Tues 22 Sep 2026 at 
18:00 | Eventbrite 

NB: please make sure that, especially for block bookings, the names and email addresses of each individual 
attendee are given.   
For any late bookings after Eventbrite bookings have closed, please email dinners@union-gb.com and 
secretary@union-gb.com to see whether booking is still possible. 
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